
In 2008, the Ishpeming 

Volunteer Fire Department 

identified the need to ex-

pand the capability of the 

local ice/water rescue team. 

The closest ice rescue equip-

ment is located at the U.S. 

Coast Guard Station in Mar-

quette approximately 20 

miles away. In 2009, the 

Department participated in 

joint ice/water rescue train-

ing with the U.S. Coast 

Guard in the lower harbor as 

a way to expand its capabili-

ties. It was further able to 

secure surplus dry suits (ice 

rescue suits) from the Coast 

Guard but were still lacking 

Neoprene rescue gloves, 

flotation vests, ice rescue 

helmets. 

“When we received this 

request from the Fire De-
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The Greater Ishpeming Area 

Community Fund was estab-

lished in 1994 with match-

ing funds from the Kellogg 

Foundation as an affiliate of 

the Marquette County Com-

munity Foundation. Grants 

from the GIACF serve the 

people of Western Mar-

quette County including, the 

City of Ishpeming, Ishpeming 

Township, Ely Township, 

Tilden Township, Champion, 

Michigamme and Republic. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
“How Do I Apply For A 
Grant For My Project?” 

The Greater Ishpeming Area 

Community fund has two 

grant cycles per year; one in 

the spring and another in 

the fall. To submit your pro-

ject for consideration, visit 

www.mqt-cf.org/GIACF.htm 

to download the application 

and guidelines or contact 

Carole Touchinski at the 

Marquette Community 

Foundation at 906-226-

7666. 

High-Tech Treasure 

Hunting for Ishpeming 

Elementary Kids 

According to the web-site,  

www.geocaching.com, Geocaching is a 

high-tech treasure hunting game played 

throughout the world by adventure seek-

ers equipped with GPS devices. The ba-

sic idea is to locate hidden containers, 

called geocaches, outdoors and then 

share your experiences online. Geocach-

ing is enjoyed by people from all age 

groups, with a strong sense of commu-

nity and support for the environment.  

     Soon this activity will help 3rd 

and 4th graders from Birchview Elemen-

tary learn about geography, including 

longtitudinal/latitudinal coordinates, and what they mean; technology such at hand-held 

GPS units, satellite imagery; tracking and more, all while promoting physical activity.  

     The GIACF has awarded a $400 grant towards the purchase of 10 GPS units. “We 

felt it was a wonderful learning tool and innovative approach to teaching some basic geog-

raphy lessons,” said  Jim Steward, Chairman of the GIACF. 

 

partment,” said Board Mem-

ber Terri Smith, “we imme-

diately saw the benefit, es-

pecially given the number of 

lakes, rivers, stream and 

ponds in the Greater Ish-

peming area.” 

While this will not sup-

ply all the ice/water rescue 

team equipment, it will go a 

long way in securing the 

community needs. 

The GIACF awarded 

$250.00 to the Michigan 

Iron Industry Museum in 

support of the education 

program entitled “Settling 

Michigan: Pioneer Life”.  

The museum will be using 

the funds to purchase mu-

seum quality reproduction 

items to tell the story of set-

tling Michigan in the 1800s.      

The program is part of 

an out-reach program that 

will travel to schools and 

will feature student volun-

teers who will dress in cos-

tume and help demonstrate 

pioneer tools, everyday ac-

tivities and pastimes. When 

not traveling, the exhibit 

will be on display at the mu-

seum located at 73 Forge 

Road, Negaunee Mi 49866. 

The Michigan Iron Industry 

museum is open year-round. 

To learn more about the mu-

seum or its education pro-

grams call 475-7857. 

GIACF Helps Tell The Story of Michigan in 1800s 

Photo: Boys model Michigan 

immigrant apparel at the  

Michigan Iron Industry Museum.  

Photo: Third grade students from Mrs. Smith’s 

Class at Birchview Elementary School hunt for 

treasure using new GPS units purchased with help 

from the GIACF. 



So Many Ways to Give 

Building the West End, One Block at A Time! 

2009 Ishpeming Community Fund 
General Fund & Youth Grants 

Awards Presented 

City of Ishpeming  
Ice Rescue Equipment  

$500.00 

Ely Township Parks Improvement 
$500.00 

Ishpeming American  
Legion Baseball  

Vinyl Protective Fence Project 
$250.00 

Ishpeming School District No. One 
GPS Units  
$400.00 

Liberty Childrenõs Art Project  
All Day Art Days  

$350.00 

Marquette Range Iron  
Mining Heritage 

Shelving for Storage of  
Archival Collections  

$750.00 

Superior Shore Systems, Inc.  
Steps to Health  

$500.00 

Ishpeming School District No. One 
GPS Units  
$350.00 

Liberty Childrenõs Art Project  
All Day Art Days  

$150.00 

Michigan Iron Industry Museum 
Settling Michiganñ 

Pioneer Life Education Program 
$250.00 

NICE Community Schools  
Project-Based Learning  

$750.00 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you are interested in submitting a grant 
application for your project, please call 906-
226-7666 or visit the web-site for a copy of 

the grant application. 

So you want to give, but not sure how — here are some ideas: 

Outright Gift  

The simplest way to make a big difference is by an Outright Gift. You 

can make a gift of cash, stocks, bonds or other assets to your commu-

nity foundation. Most charitable gifts qualify for maximum tax advan-

tage under federal and state law.  

Gift of Appreciated Stock  

Turn stock market gains into community investment. Everybody wins 

when you make a gift of appreciated stock to your community founda-

tion. Your gains are put to good use. Your gift of stock is reinvested in 

your community, and it qualifies for an immediate tax deduction 

based on the full market value. 

Gift of Life Insurance  

Leave your community as your beneficiary. Life insurance provides a 

simple way for you to give a significant gift to charity, with tax bene-

fits that you can enjoy during your lifetime. 

Gift of Real Estate  

Making a charitable gift of real estate through your community foun-

dation can help you turn your property gains into community good. 

The value of your real estate may exceed that of any other asset you 

own. With the help of your community foundation, you can use it to 

fulfill your charitable interests and receive financial tax benefits. 

   

                  Start Giving Today é. 

 

Donation Form  

 

Yes, I would like to make a donation --- for good. for ever. 

 

  _____  General Grants Endowment Fund 

  

 _____  Youth Grants Endowment Fund 

 

 _____  Operating Endowment Fund 

 

  _____  Wherever the need is greatest 

 

 ______ Other (for a listing of all current endowment funds contact 
  906-226-7666 or visit the web-site). 

 

Name(s) as it should be listed:  

_____________________________________________________________ 
(Please Print) 

 Address:  

________________________________________________________ 

 

 City:  ________________________ State:  __________  Zip:  __________ 

 

 e-mail:   _______________________ Phone: ________________________ 

 

Please make check payable to The Marquette Community Foundation.  

Credit card donation also acceptable by calling Linda Vallier at  

906-226-7666. 
 

THANK YOU!  Your contribution is tax deductible and qualifies for the 

Michigan Community Foundation Tax Credit.  IRS Tax ID:  38-2826563 

 

 Mail to:   Greater Ishpeming Area Community Fund 

  c/o Marquette Community Foundation 

  P.O. Box 37 

  Marquette, MI  49855 

 

 


